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Identifying Florida Torreya

Conservation of 
the Florida Torreya 
(Torreya taxifolia)

Through our TorreyaKeepers 
project, the Florida Native 
Plant Society is to working 
with private landowners to 
locate and document the 
condition of remaining wild 
trees and to collect seeds and cuttings for offsite 
propagation to conserve the genetic diversity 
remaining for this species. This work has become 
more urgent and more diffi cult after the destruction 
and degradation of Torreya habitat caused by 
Hurricane Michael in 2018.

The China Fir is an exotic ornamental that 
closely resembles the Florida Torreya. If you 
see a large, healthy looking Torreya tree in a 
landscaped garden, it is probably a China Fir.  
It is unlikely you will see this in the wild.

Another tree seen in landscaped areas is the 
Monkey Puzzle Tree, which from a distance 
can look like a Torreya. It is unlikely you will 
see this in the wild.

China Fir (Cunninghamia lanceolata)

Monkey Puzzle Tree (Araucaria araucana)
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The Florida Torreya is an evergreen conifer with 
glossy dark green needles arranged in fl at sprays 
along the branch when fully developed. The stiff 
0.5 to 1.5 inch long needles are prickly at the 
tips. Most trees in the wild are root sprouts that are 
just a few feet tall. This is due to stem and needle 
blights caused by several fungi. Photo by B. Boothe.

Florida Yew (Taxus fl oridana)

TorreyaKeepers are also documenting the Florida Yew, 
another very rare evergreen that shares the same habitat 
as the Florida Torreya. Unlike the prickly needles of 
the Florida Torreya, needles of the Yew are soft to the 
touch. Needles are usually lighter yellow green than 
the Florida Torreya. Branches do not grow in whorls. 
The fruit are small fl eshy red cups surrounding a seed. 
The bark is dark reddish colored. Photo by B. Boothe.

Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana)

Red Cedars, also known as Junipers, 
are quite common, but are rarely 
found in ravines where Torreyas 
grow. Red Cedars do not have fl at 
sprays of long needles. Female 
Cedars have blue berries. Photo 
by B. Boothe.

Florida Torreya (Torreya taxifolia)

• Prickly needles
• Dark green needles
•  Diseased needles
• Tree sprouts
•  Found in or near ravines

• Soft needles
• Red fruits
• Lighter green needles
• Found in or near ravines

• Scaly needles
• Blue berries
• Found in uplands
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